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the great powers, may be set an array of indisputable 
facts of unmistakable tendencies and actual achievements 
in the life and intercourse of nations, all pointing to an 
opposite conclusion, all going to form a basis for the be- 
lief that peace and not war is in the mind of Europe, 
that no cause exists, nor are any likely to exist, so far as 
human foresight goes, for the embroilment of great 
nations in mutual strife. Did space permit one could go 
into specific and exhaustive details in support of the 
argument that the present trend of events in England, 
France, and Germany, to speak of no other nations, 
makes for peace and not for war, now nor in the im- 
mediate future. It must suffice now to say that the 
optimism thus expressed rests upon a surer and more 
solid groundwork of fact and actuality than the utter- 
ances of the war prophets and alarmists. 

And what is true of the European situation is still 
more true of our own. We have been hearing much 
during the past few years about some enemy or enemies 
against which it is our national duty to prepare ourselves 
at any cost. It is this unnamed and invisible foe who 
seems to grow larger and more formidable every year, if 
we may judge by the calculations of our military advisers, 
which has been put forward as the justification for an 
increase in our war expenditure from some fourteen mil- 
lions in 1886 to nearly one hundred millions in 1905. 
It is to resist this goblin that lies in wait somewhere to 
" catch us " if we don't " watch out " that we are asked 
to endorse a naval program which contemplates an in- 
crease of our war fleet to at least forty-eight first-class 
ships, involving a national expenditure of at least two 
hundred millions a year for an indefinite period. But 
who and where is this arch enemy against whose fell 
designs we need thus to keep armed to the teeth now 
and forever after ? Is it England, is it France, is it that 
" excellent bogey " Emperor William, the sly fellow, who, 
after being made responsible by the militarist press for 
the probable breaking off of the peace negotiations at 
Portsmouth, is discovered after all by the acknowledg- 
ment of President Roosevelt to have been cooperating 
with the latter in bringing the contending nations to an 
agreement. Is it not true, rather, and does not every 
rational and observant person know, that no nation upon 
earth, with the possible exception of Venezuela, medi- 
tates an assault upon us, now or in the future ? Nor would 
there be any danger of such an assault if we had but ten 
warships afloat instead of forty-eight, as now proposed. 
Would it not be well for us all to free our minds from 
cant on this subject of war preparations, consider the 
actualities of the case, and dismiss once for all this absurd 
and puerile "bogey" of some tremendous combination 
against whose evil machinations we need to be constantly 
and increasingly on the watch to the tune of two hun- 
dred millions a year ? 

No rational person will deny that the chances of war 
between nations have been greatly lessened in the past 
twenty-five years, and who shall say that this humaniz- 
ing process has been arrested or in any danger of ar- 
rest? Is it not rather entirely reasonable to suppose that 
the probabilities of war will be much less ten and 
twenty-five years from this time than they are now? 
Why not, then, proceed in our dealings with each other 
as nations upon this humane and entirely rational pre- 
sumption ? Why not scale down our war preparations 



to harmonize with a policy of international dealing 
founded on trust and confidence in the goodwill and 
peaceable intentions of our fellowmen of other lands, 
rather than on a policy based on mutual suspicion, fear 
and dread? Why not proceed, in plainer terms, as if 
our fellowmen the world around were the decent, kindly, 
well-wishing persons that most of them claim to be, and 
not a set of cut-throats and house-breakers ever watch- 
ing for a chance to rob and murder each other? 
Monrovia, Cal. 



Birds and Men. 



In a strong paper on "Bird Protection as a Step 
toward Humane Education," read at the recent meeting 
of the Federation of Woman's Clubs at San Jose - , Cali- 
fornia, and most heartily endorsed by the audience, Mrs. 
Alice L. Park of San Francisco, said : 

" The bird part "of my subject may be treated most 
briefly, as most of the clubs have a Club Bird Day. And 
all club women believe that birds are too good to be 
killed, and all club women's husbands and children ad- 
mire live birds instead of dead ones. 

" I object to any limitation of the word humane. It 
does not mean kindness to the lower animals alone, but 
to children and grown people. It does not mean senti- 
mental notions, nor exaggerated ideas about animals. 
Children often pronounce it human and it means human. 

" There is a difference between humane societies and 
humane education societies. Humane societies arrest 
people who are cruel and have them punished by the 
courts. Humane education societies seek to prevent 
cruelty by education. 

"Humane education has been for four years one of 
the statutory studies of the State. The Humane Educa- 
tion committee of the California Club sent out last 
November an official circular calling attention to this law. 
Every comment made by school officers and papers 
quoted the sentences about the effect on children of 
allowing them to be cruel. 

" Many mothers and many teachers have testified that 
humane education pays in the home and in the school. 
One of my associates in the Woman Suffrage Association 
called me to account lately for giving any time and in- 
terest to humane work, saying, " You work for suffrage, 
and when we get that we will all be humane." I answer, 
that when we are all humane human beings we will have 
suffrage. No reform is broader and deeper than humane 
education. 

" I am an optimist, while I remind you of the impera- 
tive need of humane progress. The newspapers and the 
readers of newspapers even advocate the whipping post 
for wife beaters, and also the whipping post for juvenile 
offenders. Hazing is common. Prisons are full and in 
great need of reform. The stage presents bad plays. 
The evils connected with the shipment of live cattle are 
dreadful. 

"Do you know whether it is your school where they 
have dissected six cats in the last six weeks ? Do you 
know whether your doctor was hardened by a long 
course of vivisection ? Do you know whether your gar- 
ments were made by child labor? Are your children 
secretly reading murderous literature ? 

" When we are educated humanely, do you believe we 
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will have to have laws to make us take off our hats in 
public assemblies? Do you like to see a horse with 
high check or bobtail ? Do any of you give toy guns 
and swords and whips to little children? Or do you 
like to see your big boys put on cadet uniforms and play 
at being soldiers? Tou do know what kinds of pictures 
your children see every day on the bill boards. An eight- 
year-old boy was overheard saying to his companion as 
they stood in front of a bill board picture of the drama 
of the week, " There, see how he holds his pistol ; that 's 
the way you have got to hold it to kill anybody." 

" I ask three things of you all, one negative and two 
positive, first: Do not applaud everybody who happens 
to mention soldiers and victories in war. Do not applaud 
the word patriotism, unless it means patriotism. It does 
not mean love of our army and navy in battles. Applaud 
real patriotism, like that of our coast life savers and 
firemen. 

" Second, give one program in your clubs to humane 
education. 

" Third, take humane literature to your clubs and your 
teachers. See that your libraries and reading rooms 
have the newest humane papers regularly. A cause pro- 
gresses in proportion to the circulation of its literature." 



Roberts or Bannerman — Which? 

BY GEORGE W. HOSS, LL.D. 

A press dispatch of February 1 7 says : " Lord Roberts 
of England to-day issued a manifesto to the nation that 
more drill in the use of the rifle be taught in all the 
public schools ; that every youth be obliged to three or 
four months of military training, and that every man in 
emergency shall, during certain periods of his life, be 
legally liable to be called out for service in the United 
Kingdom." 

The poets speak of imaginary cases of setting the hand 
of progress back on the dial-plate of time. If this dis- 
patch be correct, here is a case of real setting back of 
the hand of progress, and this an offense, if not worse, 
to the peace workers throughout the world. It says, by 
the fairest implication, " I have no faith in the effective- 
ness of your work," or "I have no faith in your sin- 
cerity," or possibly both these. 

This is an offense to the twenty-six nations represented 
in the Hague Conference, and a still greater offense to 
those that ratified the sixty-one articles of the Conven- 
tion adopted at that Conference. All these articles make 
for peace. The first says: "With the object of pre- 
venting, as far as possible, recourse to force in the re- 
lation between states, the signatory powers agree to 
employ all their efforts to bring about by pacific means 
the solution of international differences." In less diplo- 
matic language : " We, the nations, ratify these articles 
and agree to use all our powers to settle national dis- 
agreements by pacific means." 

By the fairest inference, Lord Roberts says to these 
twenty-six nations : " I don't trust you ; hence I prefer 
our own ' youth trained ' and our ' men obligated ' to 
war." Well may all friends of peace stand aghast at 
tbis movement. 

Again he touches the peace treaties of nations that 
have been, since October, 1903, pledging themselves to 
arbitration. Especially does his proposal touch the ten 



nations which have allied themselves by arbitration 
agreements with his own country. What else can this 
mean to these nations — France, Italy, Germany, Spain 
and the rest — than: "I dorft trust you; so when you 
break your pledge of arbitration, we will be ready for 
you." More than this, he says to the peace workers 
throughout the world : " I distrust your efficiency and 
even your sincerity." 

Here is the worm in the bud, distrust, that blights all 
the fruits of peace. It is the scorpion's egg that hatches 
war. Faith, trust, is as essential in the peace propaganda 
as in religion. " Without faith, it is impossible to please 
God." Distrust among nations goes on piling up arma- 
ments, even invading the sacred precincts of the schools. 
It is monstrous that the minds of the young, rich in 
sentiments of peace and fraternity, should be poisoned 
by the war spirit ? This spirit in the schools is contagious 
just as in the case of armaments among the nations. 
France, Italy, Switzerland, desiring to live in peace, may, 
in order to safety, feel compelled to introduce this vicious 
teaching into their schools. Navies are built in the same 
spirit. Germany does not trust France; hence she 
builds a new warship and France in turn builds one, and 
larger. To match or surpass this, Germany must build 
two. Thus the endless chain that holds all nations in 
the bondage of a never-ending increase of armament — 
never-ending till distrust shall give way to trust, good- 
will and fraternity. No goodwill can be built on dis- 
trust, either among men or nations. Lord Roberts is 
the fomenter of distrust. This distrust is the diabolical 
spirit that keeps us forever arming and forever in the 
attitude of war. 

Can some far-seeing statesman or political philosopher 
tell us where this rivalry born of distrust will lead or 
how the peace and fraternity of nations can be secured 
while distrust holds them under its direful spell ? 

Vicious and ruinous as this course is in general, let us 
hope that in England the Christian sentiment of the 
people will crush the Robert's scheme in the bud, and 
that officials will heed the noble sentiment of the new 
Premier, Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman, concerning 
armament, whereof he says : " As the principle of peace- 
ful arbitration extends, it becomes one of the highest 
tasks of statesmanship to adjust these armaments to 
the new and happier conditions." Note the contrast: 
Bannerman adjusting armaments to the happier condi- 
tions of the onward march of civilization ; Roberts poison- 
ing the minds of the young by infusing the military 
spirit into the schools. Bannerman or Roberts, which ? — 
one looking for and beckoning onward the incoming 
white-robed angel of Peace ; the other, the reign of the 
blood-stained demon War with woe and death in his path ! 



New York Peace Society. 

We called attention in our last issue to the meeting 
held in New York City, on the initiative of Dr. Ernst 
Richard of Columbia University, in the Broadway 
Tabernacle Church, for the purpose of taking steps to 
organize a New York City peace society. The commit- 
tee appointed at that meeting prepared a draft of a con- 
stitution, and submitted it to a second meeting held in 
the Broadway Tabernacle Church on February 23. The 
society was then definitely constituted. Hon. Oscar S. 



